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were  800  men-at-arms, and   many gentlemen   of birth,    CHAP.
besides the captains.    They also took back with them the      IV'
.-ambassadors of Cochin and Cananor.                                            Ai3x

Uom Vasco was determined to leave in India a fleet and    1502.
a supply of men to lord it over the Indian seas, and it was
fully expected that the expenditure these would incur at
sea would be covered by the   prizes  they would make.

Besides their stipulated rate of pay, each member of
the fleet was to be permitted to bring home for himself
a limited amount of spices, for the freight of which he
was to pay at the rate of one-twentieth of its value,
which sum the King dedicated towards the cost of con-
struction of the house of Our Lady of Belem. This
twentieth was always given to Belem on the return of the
fleet, from 1503 till the year 1522, when Dom Joao, who
had succeeded his father, Dom Manoel, on the throne,
abolished it, as the monastery was then nearly completed.
In place thereof he ordered that a limited sum should
"-be paid to it each year by the India House 011 the arrival
of the fleets from India.

The fleet, with the exception of five small vessels, under
the command of Estevao da Gama, which sailed later,
assembled off Belem, where the King went to see it off.
According to Gaspar Correa it sailed on the 25th of March,
1502, but, according to Barros and Osorio, it left Belem
on the 10th of February, while Manoel de Faria y Sousa
omits to give any date. When off Guinea Fernao de
Atouguia, captain of the "Leitoa," died, and da Gama
appointed Pero Affonso de Aguiar to succeed him, and
nominated Pero de Mendoga, an honourable gentleman
who accompanied him, captain of the "Santa Elena"
Leaving Guinea, Dom Vasco made the coast of Brazil, and
ran along as far as Cape Santo Agostinho, whence he
crossed over to the Cape of Good Hope, and shortly after
doubling the Cape met with a storm which lasted six
clays, and separated the only two ships and three caravels
remaining with the admiral; but he was afterwards joined